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T^pfo-.-e  t>^e  r^roTDOsed  r;ew  branch  library  for  the  Dudley  station  area  comes 
vf  the  dL;i-ac^  board/ we  feel  that  its  or^acial  T:hat  as  many  Roxbury  resiaeni-s 
-d  org-niaatiSns  (churches,  neighbourhood  action  groups,  educa-i.xonal  xnsux^u- 
■•Sors  and  organizations,  Golden  Age  group^,  parents,  nursing  horae  residents- 
in  short  men,  iJoir.en,  and  children  of  all  walks  of  life)  should  nave  the  oppor- 
ttinity  to  discuss  and  voice  their  opinions  and  vdshes  as  to  tae  t^^^e  ^oi  xiorary 
and'  educational  center  to  round  out  and  modify  the  suggestions  lisi^ea  below.  vJe 
fopT  that  the-e  are  many  people  urgently  looking  for  ways  to  develop  the  educa- 
Soial  resources  in  thij  Irea  and  that  thes/people  could  complement  one  another's 

activities „ 


II. 


CONTENTS  AND  AGTIVITISS 


/ 


A   VJe  believe  that  such  a  library  should  enco:rxpass  all  those  materials  and 
servjxes  that  the  public  regional  literary  traditionally  offers: 

current  books  i"or  all  ages 
Nevjspapers 
filmiS  trips    •   " 
films  5  documen-t;ary  and  educational 
-  records  -  musid  and  the  spoken  word  ,   _     , -  . 

bookm.obiles  rr:ar^ned  with  knowledgeable  librarians  to  visio  schools,  public 

and  private  as  well  as  headstart  centers) 
study  hours  for  children 
adult  discussion  groups 
lectures  and  ccurses 

summ.er  program^  v^-v,--^ 

exVdbits  of  do<;uments  and  rare  books  as  well  as  art  exhibits 

Further  we  believe  thit  all  of  these  materials  and  services  should  give  very 
great  prominence  to  the  area  of  African  and  Afro-American .history,  litera.u.e 
■(including  black  history  of  South  Merica)  sociology,  biography,  ar^,  etc„ 

B  •  In  addition,  we  ?ee  that  there  is  a  need  to  expand  these  services  to  in^. 
elude  the  opportunity' to  hear  live  Afro^American  and  African  music^ ana  aance 
and  to  see  Afro-AmeAcan  and  African  ar-^  (possibly  on  loan  from  o.ner  cenoers). 

0.   •  VJe  see  the  need 'for  parents  and  teenagers  to  be  trained  to  tell  stories 
to  heir,  man  with  the  book  mobiles,  and  to  have  space  for  special  teenage  activi- 
ties, adult  serrdnars,  teacher  seminars  in  Afro-American  history,  gooa  commercial 
movies  td-th  black  actors,  as  well  as  educational  workshops. 

ni.  AD!^a'STR.^KQN  ■     - 

VJe  feel  that  any  humanitarian  or  huraanistic  function  carried  on  by  a_ 
metropolitan  or  urban  agency  has  to  be  concerned  with  the  special^ needs  and  in- 
nerests  of  particular  neighborhood  and  cultural  groups  and  needs  oo   include 
i^pri^sentatives  of  these  frroups  in  regional  libraiT  operations ,  V.e  believe 
that  the  Boston  Public  Library  has  a  special  opportunity  to  se.  a  much  needed 
ey^^r^le  to  other  city  instituUons.  We  therefore  believe  that  the  structure  of 
a  r^^ional  library- should.,  be  s.uch  -that  there  my  be  local  citizens  enrolled  on 
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ries   of  coia"utt.ees  to  help  luako  took,   filing,   record,   and  other  t^pes   of  se- 
(rions  £s  veil  as  bo  active  partners  v/ith  the  professional  staff  in  planning 
civities,. 

l\,    building  STRUCTU.'^E 

We  see  the  need  for  a  building  to  De  ncuiiod  after  a  person  of  gi'eat  meaning 
to  residents  of  Rox'oury^  . 

We  see  the  need  for  a  building  v^hich  erapasij.es  s 

a,  the  African  motif,  g,s  well  as  an  external  picturial  hi^.torj'  of  Afro- 
A.Hierican  peoples j 

b.  glass  walls  so  that  exhibits  look  out  and  can  be  S'j&n; 

c»  a  building  vath  a  courtyard  or  arcade-  possibly  a  building  on  stilts  to 
allow  for  outside  exhibits j 

d.  a  building  which  could  include  sp.ice  for  a  paper  back  bookshop^  a  coffee 
shopj,  possibly  an  African  "boutiq\je"  to  provide  a  place  for  people  to 
congregate,  a  place  which  will  pi'ovide  full  and  part  time  emplojyTrient  and 
training  in  an  educational  environment  for  local  residents; 

e.  a  building  that  has  a  protected  area  for  valuable  documents^  rare  books, 
projectors,  film  screens,  gifts,  and  special  collections, especially 
microcarding  of  such'  collections  as  the  Schonberg  collections; 

f.  space  for  the  more  general  public  to  read,  study,  brovjse,  and  borrovj; 

g.  space  for  educational  vjorkshops,  seminars,  auditorium  (Keadstart  parents 
and  other  educational  organizations  need  such  space.  Dr«  Asa  Knowles  of 
Northeastern  University  says  that  the  University  v;ould  be  delighted  to 
rent  such  space  in  a  regional  librarj''-  for  adult  education  courses. 
Ivlieelock  college  president  also  endorsed  the  need  to  rent  such  space  so 
that  their  Headstart  training  program  could  function  at  least  in  part  cut- 
side  their  own  building  which  is  not  readily  accessable  to  Roxbury  or 
other  Headstart  parents),, 

Ive  do.  not  Tjant  a  matchbox  "storefront"  as  at  Egleston  or  a  "prison-like"  struc- 
ture like  the  Rofoury  BICA. 

V.  _ LOCATION  "  ■ 

¥e  believe  that  the  Dudley  station  area  is  ideal  -  located  as  it  is  by 
■a  major  transportation  center  connecting  all  parts  of  Poston,  next  "go  a  major 
Roxbury  shopping  area,  within  minutes'  walk  of  the  Kex^r  School  for  Children,  the 
proposed  new  public  campus  High  School  at  Pladison  Parkj  and  the  nevr  proposed 
Munroe  Trotter  School;  and  within  a  few  minutes  bus  ride  from  the  Rrankiin  Park 
Zoo,  (vjhere  there  have  been  proposals  to  make  a  model  zoo  and  zoological  study 
center) . 

VI,  FW^'Di'MG  ■  " 

We  would  hope  that  the  Regional  Library  regular  funds  might  be  supplemented 
by  rent  from  large  educational  institutions,  so  that  sma?Ller  organizations  might 
be  able  to  meet  unoppr^ssed  by  rents  which  they  could  not  afford  (and  in  a  sense 
na^/lng  already  paid  through  taxes  which  educational  institutions  have  not),  and 
also  sup-nlemented  by  local  donations,  gijrts  from,  large  comparxies,  private 
charities,  and  federal  funds ^ 
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